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Art. Ill reaffirmed the principle already agreed upon in
1881 that Russia and Germany should support each other
in putting pressure on the Sultan to keep the Bosphorus
and the Dardanelles closed to the warships of foreign Pow-
ers. They also pledged themselves to permit no modifica-
tion of the status quo in the Balkan Peninsula except by a
previous mutual agreement. In a supplementary protocol
Bismarck went even further in recognizing the Russian point
of view by agreeing that "in case Russia finds it necessary
to undertake herself the task of defending the entrance
into the Black Sea in order to safeguard the interests of
Russia, Germany engages to lend her benevolent neutrality
and her moral and diplomatic support to the measures which
Russia shall deem necessary to guarantee the key to her
Empire." This meant that, so far as Germany was con-
cerned, Russia might take possession of territory on the
Straits and perhaps even of Constantinople. The possession
of this "key," which Russia would virtually have acquired
by the Treaty of San Stefano in 1878 and which Bismarck
now promised in 1887, meant much more than the mere
lock and chain against the English fleet for which Saburov
had stipulated in 1881. Bismarck was willing to concede
even this "key" in order to lessen the likelihood of a coali-
tion between Russia and France. He may also, no doubt,
have counted upon the fact that England would still have
something to say if Russia tried to oust the Sultan from
Ms capital * This so-called "Re-insurance Treaty" of June
18, 1887, was to be in force three years.33 It outlasted
Bismarck's own tenure of office, but was not renewed by
his successor, Caprivi. During the three years it was in
force it did not wholly prevent the beginning of a rapproche-
ment between France and Russia which eventually devel-
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